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From the Unit Commander

Thatdés it for another event filled y
Christmas and summer holidays draw nearer we can sit back, relax

and take pride in the numerous activities we have run and our

achievements for 2011.

First off | must congratulate the Staff and Cadets at No. 30
Squadron for our successful win of the Webb Shield for 2011. The
Webb Shield is awarded to the most efficient ATC unit in Northern
Area (Northern Area is roughly from Taupo North) and is based on
a predetermined set of criteria. We will now go against the ATC
winners from Central Area and Southern Area and compete for the Air League
Trophy for the most efficient ATC unit in the country. Good luck to all involved.

This year we welcomed one more Commissioned Officer into the staff; PLTOFF
Jared Atkinson joined with No. 30 Squadron in 2006 and has steadily made his way
through the ranks to Under Officer. PLTOFF Atkinson successfully attended and
passed the Commissioning Course held at RNZAF Base Ohakea in November, and
gained his NZCF Commission.

The staff here at No. 30 Squadron have been quietly sitting courses in the later part

of this year, up skilling themselves to provide higher quality activities and training to

the Cadets, expect to see a few activities w
upcomi ng t e r nolsody.is too affaid qf leeights!

We have a number of Cadets attending National Courses over the school holiday
period; we have Cadets attending National Aviation- Power Flying, National Aviation-
Navigation and the Under Officer & Master Cadet Course. | wish everyone attending
courses over the break the best of luck; I know you will do No. 30 Squadron proud!

TAKE UP THE ATC CHALLENGE TODAY!!
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This year we have had a huge amount of maintenance happening to our buildings
and surroundings areas. We have completed the project of building and relocating
stores, as well as giving the whole unit a fresh new look with the addition of a ramp,
a repaint of the ablution block and freshly painted f a s caroandl the bottom of each
classroom. Thank you to Craig Walker of Craig Walker Building Removals for the
very generous donation of all materials and staff to help us achieve this fabulous
result. I would also like to thank RNZAF Base Auckland for the supply and
installation of our new gate; this will greatly help with security of the buildings.

Lastly as | mentioned we have had a very busy end to the year, please read on at
some of our achievements. | hope you all have a fantastic holiday break and we look
forward to seeing you again in the New Year.

Renee Matthews
Flying Officer, NZCF
Unit Commander

NCO Training Weekend
By CDTF/S Taylor Saunders

Over the 28™ and 29" of May, the NCOs of No. 30 Squadron attended the NCO
Training Weekend. The purpose of this weekend was to help prepare our new
NCOs for the responsibilities of leadership and mentoring within the unit. The
officers took charge of this weekend, delivering their knowledge and guidance to the
upcoming future leaders of 30 Squadron. Consisting of in depth classroom lessons
and teambuilding tasks, complimented by pizza, movies and a trip to the high ropes
course in Woodhill the weekend proved productive and worthwhile for all involved.
As a result the training staff are now vastly prepared to mentor the cadets, so that
they themselves may grow.

TAKE UP THE ATC CHALLENGE TODAY!!

TAKE UP THE ATUG GNALLENGE 1OTME =S .
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Basic Bushcratft Il
By FLTLT Andrew Bennison, NZCF

It seems those responsible for the weather were having a laugh at No. 30
Squadronds expense this year (at | east when
every camp this year; but that being said it
t o Abuutgg of a cadet camp due to weat hretr cond
weekend activity after transferring to No. 30 Squadron we were drenched and

heading back to base.

Basic Bushcraft Il was run to conduct the training missed during that weekend and
for the basic cadets to finally spend a night in the bush!

At 0745hrs 33 cadets, NCOs and Officers left Whenuapai and headed again to

Gol di ebs Bush, determined this time to compl
Saturdaydés training covered the basics of ¢
had the opportunity to do a parade in the bush as the ensign was raised on a field

flag pole assembled from bush materials.

By 1600hrs the cadets had learnt how to set up a campsite, pitch a tent; tie a handful
of knots and lashings, construct a survival shelter and even how to light a fire.

Every good campfire needs marshmallows
and there was no shortage of them. Now
there are two camps when it comes to
toasting marshmallows; burnt to a crisp or
lightly toasted. Both techniques were
demonstrated to the cadets with me
personally preferring the burnt to a crisp
met hod. This is also the
and there seemed to be a high take up rate
by the cadets for this method. The Saturday
night finished off with the night ex.

The night ex this time round required the cadets to navigate around in the dark
without torches to | ocate fAagentso who woul c
to go before finally finding the drop box. This was conducted on a hill and the cadets

had the extra concern of border guards to
contend with.

Withtheconc | usi on of Satur
were able to tick off a dry day.

Sunday however was the return to the norm
and it of course rained off and on.

The cadets learnt to take and march on a
bearing and had a small day tramp to test their
pack packing skills.

TAKE UP THE ATC CHALLENGE TODAY!!
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The weekend finished up with the confidence course. The weather actually helped in
this instance and the cadet staff were able to create a challenging and muddy course
for the cadets to complete.

70" Anniversary Parade
By FGOFF Sam Culliford, NZCF

2011 was a significant year for the Air Training Corps as we marked our 70™
Anniversary.

On Sunday 18™ September the seven Auckland based squadrons along with
squadrons from Northland marked this milestone by holding a parade in
collaboration with the Air Force Associations6Air Force Commemoration day on the
Cenotaph in front of Auckland Mar Memorial Museum on Sunday 18" September
which was reviewed by the Rt Hon Dr Wayne Mapp, Minister of Defence. This was
the largest gathering of cadets since the 60™ Anniversary with almost 400 personal
on parade.

OQur ability to attract bad weather didnot | e
hail battered those on parade and | can say how proud the staff were make it
through such atrocious weather without a single person falling out of the parade.

TAKE UP THE ATC CHALLENGE TODAY!!

JTAREUI" INERIU GIRLLLIVUE TORCRS ==
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